How to Use 
American Jurisprudence, 2d
_______________________________________________

American Jurisprudence, 2d is the national legal encyclopedia originally published by Lawyer’s Cooperative Publishing Company.  It is now published by Thomson-West Publishing Company.  Legal encyclopedias are secondary authority.  Once again, the researcher always begins in the broadest index.  

1. The index for Am. Jur. 2d consists of paperback books.  They are called the General Index.

2. When researching in legal encyclopedias, the researcher must obtain two things from the index: a topic and section number (for example: Veterinarians § 285).  The topic leads to the appropriate volume. The section number will lead us to the appropriate place within the volume. (Notice the topic on the spine of the volume in the picture above.)

3. Once the appropriate topic and section number in the volume is located, Am. Jur. 2d provides a general discussion of the specific topic.   The encyclopedia then provides raised numbers, referred to as superior numbers, such as: 12.  These are footnote references.  Am. Jur. 2d leads the researcher to primary authority through the footnotes.

4. Before the researcher leaves Am. Jur. 2d, he or she should check the pocket-part.  In the pocket-part, the researcher locates the same topic and section number that had been checked in the main volume.
The research system utilized by Am. Jur. 2d is the Total Client Service Library. 

There is also a Title Index at the back of each volume. The Title Indexes (sometimes called volume indexes) are excellent indexes, but they can be misused.  Sometimes the index in the back of the volume can be 5 or 6 times as thorough as the General Index.  The references contained in the Title Index lead into that volume only and not to other volumes.  On the other hand, the General Index leads to many different volumes.  Therefore, don't begin your research in the Title Index.  However, once the researcher has checked the General Index, it is certainly a good idea to take a look in the back of the volume for the Title Index.
The encyclopedias are fairly easy to use. They are very broad. They contain a little bit about virtually every area of law (as opposed to a legal treatise, for example, which contains an incredible amount of information about a single area of law.)  
